In order to celebrate these two dates, Neurological Sciences highlights some of the best articles published in between 2017 and 2019 either related to rare neurological diseases or to general clinical neurology, focusing to brain pathogenesis and brain protection. A selection of articles reported in Table 1 and all articles in  Table 2 will be set as free access for 1-month time and made publicly available to the neurological scientific community. The whole selection with direct links to article full texts in SpringerLink will be available at https://www.springer.com/10072. Table 2 The most read and cited articles selection for the Brain Awareness Week 2019 (11-17 March). The current year topic is "Protect your brain." These articles will be set as temporary free access Compliance with ethical standards
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